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Latest News

Flood and Water Management Act:

Commencement order timetable and division of responsibilities in 2 tier areas
DEFRA are not able to give details about implementation of all provisions in the Floods Act yet, as this is to be decided by Cabinet Committees, but they have provided the following explanation of the division of responsibilities in 2 tier areas, on the assumption that Part I of the Act, including schedule 2, will be commenced.

District Councils will continue to have an important role as, most importantly, they retain works powers under s.14 of the Land Drainage Act. These will be modified by the new s.14A (schedule 2, paragraph 29) which will make it clear that their powers relate to ordinary watercourses (as defined in s.14A) and that lead local flood authorities have works powers in relation to surface run-off and groundwater. Section 14A will only apply in a particular area once the local flood risk strategy is in place for that area, and prior to that s.14 will apply. District Councils will also have powers as to designation of flood risk features once schedule 1 is in force. In addition, other risk management authorities have the power to enter into arrangements with District Councils, which would mean that a LLFA for example could by agreement transfer surface run-off powers to the District Council.

If commenced in its current form, schedule 2 of the Act (paras 32-34) would also affect the powers of District Councils as para 32 would remove their powers under section 25 of the Land Drainage Act 1991. DEFRA are aware of the concerns of Districts about having works powers on ordinary watercourses and not these s.25 powers. DEFFRA are therefore considering postponing commencement of the relevant paragraphs, as well as the transfer of consenting and enforcement powers from the EA to the lead local flood authorities, to give time to consider further how to deal with the s.25 powers. In terms of the transfer of consenting and enforcement powers, if lead local flood authorities wanted to take these on earlier, they would be able to enter into arrangements with the EA to do so and could raise this direct with the EA.  EA will seek a view from DEFRA Ministers shortly on these proposals, and will formally set out the position once there is a decision.

Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments – 22 February Q&A
The next PFRA Q&A, with colleagues from DEFRA and EA, will take place on the FlowNet Community of Practice forum on Tuesday 22 February from 2-4pm.  Previous Q&As held on 27 January and 16 December covered the final guidance and process for finalising the assessments. Both sessions covered a lot of questions and are still available to view on the forum under the PFRA theme. See: http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/c/2050378/home.do  .
Publications, Announcements etc

Preliminary Framework for the Local Strategy

There will be no formal DEFRA guidance on developing the local strategy. However, the LGA Inland FRM Group working with the Environment Agency and DEFRA has now completed a Preliminary Framework for the Local Strategy, containing informal guidance and case studies. The Framework will be available at the end of February on the LGA website: www.lga.gov.uk and on the Community of Practice: http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/c/2050378/home.do . The LG Group will actively promote the Framework to all authorities to help them develop their local strategy. 
Dealing with the deluge: Urban water management in a changing climate

In this report, WWF and RSA explore how natural urban drainage and water management schemes in towns and cities can mitigate the effects of climate change and reduce the impact of flooding. The report argues that sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) should be considered as part of a cost-effective, integrated approach to flood and waste water management whilst improving urban spaces and benefitting wildlife. The report is available to download from www.wwfrsapartners.com or contact Shafna Chowdhury at RSA shafna.chowdhury@uk.rsagroup.com .
Consultations

The BSI Code of Practice “Assessing and managing flood risk in development” (BS855) is intended to be used across the industry as the ‘benchmark’ for Flood Risk Assessments. Therefore, it is very important that local authorities (and others such as developers, consultants) contribute and respond to this consultation. The link to the consultation document is http://drafts.bsigroup.com/Home/Details/652 The consultation ends on 18 February. 

DEFRA / Environment Agency flood risk management consultations on the National Strategy; Future Funding; Co-operation and Sustainable Development guidance all closed on 16 February. The LG Group response to the consultations is available on the LGA website: www.lga.gov.uk and in the Community of Practice library: http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/c/2050378/home.do
Events
Greening Campaign Community Adaptation Toolkit Training Workshop 
18 February, Build Store, Swindon 

The Community Adaptation Toolkit enables communities to understand ‘Climate Change Adaptation’ and build a plan that links with council and government planning. This training programme will enable councils to link with and support communities that are using the toolkit and running The Greening Campaign in their area.
For more information see: http://www.greening-campaign.co.uk.
To book contact   Terena@greening-campaign.co.uk 
CIWEM Annual Conference - Big Society - Future Environment 6-7 April 2011  
This conference will explore how the Coalition Government's proposals will impact on the sustainability and environmental agenda and in particular the implications for the water sector. This is a difficult and challenging time and the programme will highlight a wide range of different ways of tackling the current agenda. For more information see: http://www.coastms.co.uk/conferences
Forthcoming events from the Catchment Change Network (CCN) include: 

Exploring Diffuse Pollution in the Landscape: New initiatives and opportunities Lancaster Environment Centre is holding an event in early March for staff at the North East Region of the England Catchment Sensitive Farming Delivery Initiative (ECSFDI). If you would like to explore setting up a similar initiative, please contact: r.alcock@lancaster.ac.uk .

Annual Waterwise Water Efficiency conference – 30-31 March, Oxford

The theme of the conference is: Sustaining the Flow of Ideas. The conference will hear from large-scale water efficiency project partners, metering experts, regulators and leading politicians about how water efficiency activities can be sustained in the long-term.  For more details see: http://www.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?i=fdca954d-e038-4a38-8413-d89303373202 

Environment Agency projects

Consultation on the flood and coastal risk management strategy for England 
The public consultation on the flood and coastal erosion risk management strategy for England closed on 16 February 2011.  The final Strategy should come into force in late June/early July. 
Capacity Building Programme and Workshops 

This is a joint programme - supported by DEFRA, WAG, LGA and Environment Agency as well as Department for Communities and Local Government, local authorities, CIWEM and ICE.  It sits under the Defra Capacity Building Strategy launched by Richard Benyon on 29 July last year.  The cross-sector Project Board is guiding the scope of the programme and the Environment Agency FCRM Skills Strategy Team is leading its design and delivery. 

The programme supports Lead Local Flood Authorities (LLFAs) in strengthening and enhancing the knowledge and skills that they need to carry out their new roles and responsibilities under the Flood and Water Management Act.  The programme includes all LLFAs across England and Wales, with district authorities, Internal Drainage Boards and water companies where appropriate.   

A series of Capacity Building Workshops started in January and will continue to take place over the next 3 months. They will be attended by both LLFAs and Environment Agency staff from across England and Wales. Six e–learning modules will also be published. The first of these, on the new legislation, is available at: http://learning.environment-agency.gov.uk/courses/FCRM/capacity/legal/ .  
For further information please contact: Celia McNally.
New poster explaining the Environment Agency’s flood forecasting and warning services

The Environment Agency, Met Office and Flood Forecasting Centre are producing an electronic 'poster' explaining the suite of rainfall and flood related information and warning products.  The poster will be available to Category 1 and 2 responders in England and Wales.  It will provide an easy and comprehensive guide to:

· forecasting products, including the Flood Forecasting Centre’s Flood Guidance Statement and the three-day flood risk forecast on the Environment Agency website;

· Met Office revised National Severe Weather Warning Service (NSWWS) rainfall alerts and warnings (to be implemented end of March 2011);

· Environment Agency public flood warnings (Flood Alert, Flood Warning, Severe Flood Warning).  

The poster is designed to help responders understand the purpose, target audience, lead time and method of delivery of each product.  It will be released in late February.  EA will use the opportunity to remind recipients to check that they are registered to receive all the rainfall and flood related products appropriate to their needs.   For more information email: ffcenquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
Tailored flood warning services for infrastructure

The Environment Agency now provide flood warning information to organisations and value added resellers so that tailored flood warning services can be developed. This will enable the provision of specialised warning services for infrastructure to those organisations with assets or networks at risk of flooding, such as sewage treatment works or telephone exchanges, as well as transport networks such as motorway, road and rail infrastructure.   To find out more visit the Environment Agency website: 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/116877.aspx
Local Government Group resources on Flood Risk Management

Local Government Group flood pages

Information and resources on the Local Government Improvement and Development (LGID) flood pages include a Scrutiny of Flooding toolkit; guidance on current and future funding arrangements; strategic flood partnership case studies and a checklist for local authorities. See: www.idea.gov.uk/flooding. 

Community of Practice on Flood Risk and Water Management 

This community can help you to find out how other local authorities are tackling flood risk and how they are planning to implement the new floods legislation and regulations. It currently has over 530 members and includes a forum where you can communicate with colleagues in other authorities, EA, Defra etc, a notice board of events and a library where you can access or post useful information.  See: http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/c/2050378/home.do. 
New sub communities are now being set up to support regional groups and work on specific projects. If you would like to set up a sub community please send a request to vanessa.goodchildbradley@local.gov.uk.
Useful Links

Flood and Water Management Act

For information on the Flood and Water Management Act please see the Defra web pages: http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/flooding/policy/fwmb/index.htm.

Flood Risk Regulations 
The Flood Risk Regulations 2009 (SI  2009/3042) are available at: http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2009/uksi_20093042_en_1
The final guidance for Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments is available at:

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/125459.aspx 
Or from this direct link:
http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/pdf/GEHO1210BTGH-e-e.pdf
Local Government settlement

On 23 December, Defra published details of the funding allocation for the Lead Local Flood Authorities from the £21m available for 2011/12 to fund new responsibilities under the Flood and Water Management Act. This is available on: http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/news/2010/12/23/flood-funding/ 

Future Flood Bulletin items
The LG Group’s Flood News Bulletin is published at the beginning of each month. If you have any news, events or other items that you would like to include in a future Flood Bulletin please send these to: vanessa.goodchildbradley@local.gov.uk .

