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Latest News

Implementation of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010: 
April 2011 Commencement

On 08 March 2011 Richard Benyon, Minister for Natural Environment and Fisheries, wrote to all Lead Local Flood Authorities (LLFAs), to confirm that April 2011 will see the introduction of further important responsibilities for LLFAs under the Flood and Water Management Act. These responsibilities will include:

	s.14 Power to request information
	Allows the Environment Agency and LLFAs to request a person to provide information in connection with the authority’s flood and coastal erosion risk management functions. 



	s.19 Local authorities: investigations
	On becoming aware of a flood in its areas, a lead local flood authority must, to the extent that it considers it necessary or appropriate, investigate –

a) Which risk management authorities have relevant flood risk management functions, and

b) Whether each of those risk management authorities has exercised, or is proposing to exercise, those functions in response to the flood. 

Where an authority carries out an investigation, it must – 

a) Publish the results of its investigation, and

b) Notify any relevant risk management authorities.



	s.21 Lead local authorities: duty to maintain a register
	A LLFA must establish and maintain – 

a) A register of structures or features which, in the opinion of the authority, are likely to have a significant effect on a flood risk in its area, and

b) A record of information about each of those structures or features, including information about ownership and state of repair.

The LLFA must arrange for the register to be made available for inspection at all reasonable times.



	Sch 2 Miscellaneous provisions relating to local authorities, IDBs and Regional Flood Defence Committees
	· LLFA to provide for scrutiny of risk management authorities (paragraph 54). Regulations to come into force in relation to procedure. 

· Consequential amendments relating to Regional Flood Defence Committees (paragraphs 40-41, 43-44, 51-53)

· Consequential amendments that relate to the power to require information (paragraphs 48, 50). 

· Consequential amendment that relates to grant-giving powers (paragraph 37) 




More information on implementation of the Flood and Water Management Act can be found at:

 http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/environment/flooding/legislation/implementation-approach/ 

Or you can email the implementation team at floodandwateract@defra.gsi.gov.uk 

Information Note and example template: LLFA duty to maintain a register

To help lead local flood authorities (LLFAs) meet the requirements of s.21(Duty to maintain a register) of the Act, Defra, the Environment Agency and local authorities have developed an example template for what a register of structures or features, and a record of information about those structures or features, might look like. Defra have issued this template and an accompanying information note to all LLFA technical contacts. The information note is also available from the Defra website at http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/environment/flooding/legislation/la-roles/ 

For copies of the templates please email:  surface.water@Defra.gsi.gov.uk. 

Exercise Watermark

Exercise Watermark, a Tier 1 exercise testing arrangements at COBR, WAG, Defra and the multi-agency response, has now been completed.  The exercise tested the response to a severe wide area flooding event encompassing the South West, Midlands, Wales, Thames Valley and a coastal surge on the North Sea coast. 14 LRFs and about 130 local authorities were involved in live play. 

Following the exercise all players have been invited to share feedback on what went well and what lessons might be learned. Recommendations will be made in an initial report within 4 to 6 weeks of the exercise and a final report within 6 months.

Publications, Announcements etc

Preliminary Framework for the Local Strategy

The Local Government Group has published a Preliminary Framework for the Local Strategy, containing informal guidance and case studies to help authorities in developing their local strategy. The Framework is available on the Community of Practice: http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/c/2050378/home.do  and on the LGA website: www.lga.gov.uk. The Framework document was initiated and approved by the LGA’s Inland FRM Group and produced by a project team of local authority officers, working with colleagues from Environment Agency and DEFRA.
Events
Defra’s Capacity Building Strategy Workshops

Local authorities have been invited to attend a series of 4 workshops taking place between January and April in 8 regional locations across England. These aim to increase local authority knowledge and skills relating to the delivery of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 and the Flood Risk Regulations 2009 and cover:

· Understanding the legislation and overview of PFRAs (January); 

· PFRA practical exercises and collaborative working skills (February); 

· Local FRM strategies and Modelling and sharing information (March) 

· Sustainable Drainage Systems (April).  
For more information see the 22 December forum post on the FlowNet Community of Practice, or contact: LFRM_Capacity_Building@environment-agency.gov.uk  .
Annual Waterwise Water Efficiency conference – 30-31 March, Oxford

The theme of the conference is: Sustaining the Flow of Ideas. The conference will hear from large-scale water efficiency project partners, metering experts, regulators and leading politicians about how water efficiency activities can be sustained in the long-term.  For more details see: http://www.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?i=fdca954d-e038-4a38-8413-d89303373202 

CIWEM Annual Conference - Big Society - Future Environment 6-7 April 2011  
This conference will explore how the Coalition Government's proposals will impact on the sustainability and environmental agenda and in particular the implications for the water sector. This is a difficult and challenging time and the programme will highlight a wide range of different ways of tackling the current agenda. For more information see: http://www.coastms.co.uk/conferences
Exercise Watermark Flood Fair 9 April 2011

A Flood Fair is being organised jointly by Christchurch Borough Council and the Environment Agency on Saturday 9 April between 10:30 and 15:30 in the Council Chamber.

Exhibitors are still being finalised but there will be displays by the Borough Council, Dorset County Council, the National Flood Forum, Dorset Police Community Safety team and Red Cross Society. We are also hoping to have displays from Dorset Fire and Rescue Service and the RNLI.

Information will be available to help people identify if they are at risk and, if they are, how they can make preparations to reduce the effect of flooding. This includes advice about what steps to take (e.g. producing a personal flood plan) and information about what flood protection products are available. The National Flood Forum will also have examples of these products. For further information contact Steve Woolard at Christchurch Borough Council on 01202 495095 
Marine Protected Areas - aspiration or reality?  
North Sea Marine Cluster Conference, 7th April, London
Marine protected areas (MPAs) are seen as one of the most important tools for protecting the marine environment.  The UK Government and the Devolved Administrations are committed to a massive expansion of  MPAs over a short period of years: a process already underway.  This conference will look at the practicalities of implementation and how these sites should be monitored and managed if the UK is to avoid pitfalls previously experienced, here in the UK and elsewhere, and to gain from the know-how of successful practitioners.  The conference will take place at the University of East Anglia’s London study centre. For programme and booking details see: http://www.nsmc.eu.com/page/conference .
SuDS training courses from CIRIA 
SuDs foundation  course 19 April 2011, London 

CIRIA’s SuDS training courses are designed to help practitioners:
· keep up-to-date with current legislation and requirements of regulatory authorities 

· learn about the most up-to-date design concepts 

· understand key principles, aims and how to apply the SuDS approach using real case studies 

· share experiences and knowledge with our expert trainers and other delegates 

· obtain CPD accreditation by attending a nationally recognised SuDS training course.

Designing SuDs 18-19 May, London
This course, will also help practitioners:

· learn how to design SuDS for difficult sites, such as high density housing or contaminated industrial sites 

· learn how to design SuDS that are robust and require low maintenance, and are safe.

To find out more and to book your place, see: www.ciria.org 
Flood Management Benefits - A better appraisal in less time

17 May, Birmingham

The Flood Hazard Research Centre (FHRC) of Middlesex University is running this one day course to focus on gathering, understanding and effectively using flood benefit appraisal data.  The course will guide your approach between spreadsheet analysis and considerations of proportionality, stakeholder engagement, sustainability and outcomes. 

The key issues that will be addressed are:
· Efficient and effective use of appraisal data.  What are the key figures?

· Re-evaluating past benefit appraisals

· What the data and results mean and what they don’t mean

· Data quality scoring in appraisals

· The essential relationship between terrain / hydraulic modelling and benefit modelling

· Minimising error

· Investigating environmental and recreational data

For more information, or to book a place on the course please refer to: http://www.mdx.ac.uk/research/areas/geography/flood-hazard/courses/index.aspx
Free CIRIA seminars:

Working together to manage local flood risk, 17 May, London, 2-4.15pm
Greater London Authority, City Hall, The Queen's Walk, London, SE1 2AA

Co-operation and local partnerships are key themes of the Flood and Water Management Act and the Localism Bill. Collaboration between local authorities, other organisations and communities will, most likely, be vital in managing future flood risk where there is growing pressure on skills and funds. 
Many local authorities are beginning to work together to share information, data, procurement and experience to develop strategies and deliver infrastructure and flood risk management projects. 

This free seminar will provide an engaging overview of some of the innovative approaches used around the country to cost effectively tackle common challenges. The seminar will also discuss the drivers and benefits of partnerships as well as explain how some of the typical challenges of joint-working have been overcome.

For more information and to book see: www.ciria.org 
Coastal flood risk - from storm surge and waves to inundation
2.30 – 5pm, 26 May, 174-180 Old Street, London, EC1V 9BP 
The Flood Risk Management Research Consortium provides leading edge research on flood risk management addressing the challenges to deliver more accurate flood forecasting and warnings that underpin flood management and the identification and reduction of risks to people, property and the environment. 

This free seminar provides an overview of coastal processes and flooding essential in understanding the impact of waves, wind, tides and storm surges on eventual inundation and flooding. 

The seminar will also demonstrate how an understanding of the processes can help inform Shoreline Management Plans, coastal spatial planning and the structural and non-structural approaches to coastal flood risk management. 

For more information and to book see: www.ciria.org 
Environment Agency projects

Caravan and campsite flood emergency planning

For some time the Environment Agency has been encouraging owners and operators of caravan and camping sites in areas at significant risk of flooding to take steps to ensure their residents and customers know what to do in an emergency situation.  Some have done so, to very good effect and have good evacuation procedures in place but many others have been slow to respond.  

A joint industry-government working group has been established and met for the first time in January 2011. This group consists of representatives from Defra, Environment Agency, Welsh Assembly Government, Department of Communities and Local Government, local authorities  and national camping and caravanning associations. Over the next few months this group will explore possible solutions to this issue before reporting back to the Minister for Natural Environment and Fisheries, Richard Benyon, in the summer. 
For more information please contact harriet.greene@defra.gsi.gov.uk  or Leila Hutton Leila.hutton@environment-agency.gov.uk.

Extended Direct Warnings (EDW)

The Environment Agency are automatically adding around 160,000 extra people onto their free flood warning service across England and Wales (over 20,000 in Wales).  

They are able to do this by getting landline telephone numbers from telecommunications companies (British Telecom, Cable & Wireless and Kingston Communications) for properties that are in areas at high risk from flooding from rivers or the sea.  

In late March, they will send automated telephone messages to tell people that their phone number has been added to our free flood warning service.  The message will prompt people to contact Floodline or visit the Environment Agency website for more information.  Contact: Clare Rogers 07778 992206

Funding for property level flood protection schemes

£2 million of funding has been set aside to provide property level flood protection to communities in England.  New schemes will work in a similar way to the Defra property protection grant scheme, which ran from 2009-2011, although some adjustments have been made. 

The application deadline has been extended to the 15 April 2011. Application forms and detailed guidance can be requested from your local Environment Agency office. Please e-mail any general queries on the scheme to propertyprotection@environment-agency.gov.uk.
Local Government Group resources on Flood Risk Management

Local Government Group flood pages

Information and resources on the Local Government Improvement and Development (LGID) flood pages include a Scrutiny of Flooding toolkit; guidance on current and future funding arrangements; strategic flood partnership case studies and a checklist for local authorities. See: www.idea.gov.uk/flooding. 

Community of Practice on Flood Risk and Water Management 

This community can help you to find out how other local authorities are tackling flood risk and how they are planning to implement the new floods legislation and regulations. It currently has over 570 members and includes a forum where you can communicate with colleagues in other authorities, EA, Defra, water industry, consultancies etc, a notice board of events and a library where you can access or post useful information.  See: http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/c/2050378/home.do. 
New sub communities are now being set up to support regional groups and work on specific projects. If you would like to set up a sub community please send a request to vanessa.goodchildbradley@local.gov.uk.
Useful Links

Flood and Water Management Act

For information on the Flood and Water Management Act please see the Defra web pages: http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/flooding/policy/fwmb/index.htm.

Flood Risk Regulations 
The Flood Risk Regulations 2009 (SI  2009/3042) are available at: http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2009/uksi_20093042_en_1
The final guidance for Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments is available at:

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/125459.aspx 
Or from this direct link:
http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/pdf/GEHO1210BTGH-e-e.pdf
Local Government settlement

On 23 December, Defra published details of the funding allocation for the Lead Local Flood Authorities from the £21m available for 2011/12 to fund new responsibilities under the Flood and Water Management Act. This is available on: http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/news/2010/12/23/flood-funding/  A joint Defra/LG Group paper on the outcome of the spending review will be available shortly on Community of Practice. 

Future Flood Bulletin items
The LG Group’s Flood News Bulletin is published at the beginning of each month. If you have any news, events or other items that you would like to include in a future Flood Bulletin please send these to: vanessa.goodchildbradley@local.gov.uk .

